
 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome to the first edition of the English Riviera  Geopark Newsletter which 
ensures that you are kept up to date with all the l atest news, events and stories 
from around the Geopark... 

 
New Website 

 
 
The English Riviera Geopark launched its brand new  
website in early 2009 thanks to funding from the UK’s Heritage 
Lottery Fund, Your Heritage initiative. Showcasing every  
aspect of the Geopark, in addition to promoting the wider  
European Geopark Network, the new website is  
multi-layered and is aimed at a wide range of audiences,  
from a family looking for places to visit, to geoscientists  
in search of more detailed information. Visit the website at 
www.englishrivierageopark.org.uk.  
 
 

Geopark Festival 
 
 
The Geopark Festival took place between 23rd of May and the 
7th of June. With 25 individual events, 4 exhibitions that were  
open every day for the whole length of the festival and Geopark 
Cruises running every hour, the Geopark Festival 2009 was a  
great success.  From Worm Charming and Soil Squeezing at  
Occombe Farm, to a talk by Prof Chris Stringer renowned  
author of Homo Britannicus to a packed auditorium at Torquay  
Museum there was something for everyone to enjoy.   
 
Once again GB6GEO hit the airwaves this year with a prestigious seal of royal 
approval from the HRH Duke of Edinburgh.  This year’s event was better than last year 
with excellent radio propagation throughout the 48-hour period with some great long 
distance contacts.  Russia, South Korea and Australia and plenty of American and 
European stations were reached. Having an English Riviera Geopark award certificate 
endorsed by HRH the Duke of Edinburgh increased the worldwide interest in 
establishing contact with us and the other participating European Geopark stations. 
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Geopark Room at the Seashore Centre 
 
 
The recreation of the tropical underwater world of the  
Geopark has been completed at the Seashore Centre  
at Goodrington and the new room was opened to the  
public by the Mayor Nick Bye in June.  Watery sounds  
and rippled light effect adds to the illusion of being  
submerged in the kind of prehistoric marine environment 
which existed in the Devonian. Children can enjoy playing  
the mis-fits game and getting a look at their fossil finds  
under the microscope. A selection of local fossils on loan  
from Torquay Museumadd to the display and illustrate  
some of the discoveries made in the area by pioneering  
geologists in the early 19th century and which led to the official naming of the Devonian 
period.   
 
The centre is visited by approximately 2500 school children and 12,000 members of 
the public each year and will be a fantastic educational tool for visiting groups. 
 
 

Education and Community Development 
 
 
The English Riviera Geopark Education Programme  
has experienced significant progression during the  
first year of the Heritage Lottery Funded project.   
As well as the new website, Project ‘Rock-it’ has  
given us the funds to allow us to employ an  
Education and Community Officer over two years.   
Emily Beale has spent the first year of the project 
promoting the educational potential of the  
Geopark to schools across Torbay, encouraging 
them to take up field work opportunities. Emily has  
been liaising closely with teachers to develop an  
education programme linked to subjects being taught in school, allowing children to 
explore and learn more about their local environment.  
 
The first activities developed focused on the Key Stage 1 curriculum and were trialled 
with children from five local schools before being launched officially during the second 
week of the Geopark Festival. Further developments are due to take place during 
2009-2010 for Key Stage 2 children and will cover topics such as Rocks & Soils and 
Coastal Geography. 
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Four students from Torquay Boys’ Grammar School have been working to produce a 
film focusing on the English Riviera Geopark from their perspective. This is following 
on from the 2008 Global Geopark Conference in Osnabruck, which they attended. 
They presented an earlier version of this film during there participation in Germany. 
Now, with the help of the Brixham Community Arts Officer, they have re-shot the 
original film, improving the quality and they intend to make the film available on our 
website. Once the film project has been completed, they will then have the opportunity 
to work on future projects involving other young people in Torbay as part of the English 
Riviera Geopark Youth Forum. 
 
 

Kents Cavern Origins Dig 
 
 
As part of the Darwin 200 celebrations, a team of  
archaeologists has been excavating areas of Kents  
Cavern in an attempt to learn more about the  
Neanderthals that lived in the caves tens of thousands  
of years ago. The dig took place between the 30th March 
-12th April and 31st August-11th September 2009 and  
was the first excavation in 80 years.  
Visitors to the caves were able to observe the entire 
excavation process, from unearthing large pieces of  
tooth and bone, to sieving and cataloguing the remains 
of small rodents in the environmental processing tent.  
Amongst many amazing finds, including hyena teeth  
and woolly rhinoceros bone, the most exciting discovery was a 15,000 year old 
weapon carved from a reindeer antler. The ‘Sagaie’ is thought to be the only complete 
example to be found in the U.K.and would have been crafted by an ancient Stone Age 
inhabitant of the caves and used for hunting. 
 

Geopark Play Area 
 
 
Working closely with Geopark Coordinator Mel Border, Paignton Community 
Partnership are successfully through the 1st round of funding for £500,000 (Community 
Spaces, Flagship project) Big Lottery funding for a Geopark themed play area in the 
Paignton area.  Through the Community Partnership local children, Paignton residents 
and users of potential sites are being closely consulted and involved in all aspects of 
the project.  Although it’s still in its early stages, this project is evolving as a direct 
result of the local community understanding and engaging with the Geopark.      
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A Visit from Hong Kong 
 
 
The English Riviera Geopark hosted a fact finding  
tour for Hong Kong's senior Geopark officer.  As part 
of the three day tour, Ka Ming Yeung, visited the  
English Riviera Geopark following recommendations  
by the Global Geopark Network.  Ka Ming Yeung  
was shown around a number of the key gateway  
sites, which amongst others include Torquay's  
Kents Cavern, the Seashore Centre in Goodrington  
and Brixham's Berry Head. He was also taken on a  
special Geopark cruise around Torbay.  Torbay  
Council considered the visit was a great success  
and were delighted that the English Riviera was chosen to host this tour. It was seen 
as a fabulous opportunity to build a relationship with another country which could be 
awarded  Geopark status in the near future 
 
 

Tourism Strategy 
 
 
A new draft tourism strategy was unveiled by the Torbay Development Agency the 
regenerative arm of Torbay Council.  The strategy “Turning the Tide for Tourism 2012-
2015” aims to reverse the gradual decline in visitor numbers and spending in the bay, 
to increase the value of tourism to the economy and to reposition the English Riviera 
as a leading UK destination. It identifies the Geopark status as key to the future.  The 
strategy is underpinned by extensive consultation with public and private sector as well 
as visitors and non visitors.   
 
 
 
 
Mel Border  Geopark Co-ordinator                               m.border@englishrivierageopark.org.uk 
Emily Beale  Education and Community Officer           e.beale@englishrivierageopark.org.uk 

The English Riviera Geopark Organisation  
The Seashore Centre, Goodrington, Paignton, Devon TQ4 6LP 

+44 (0)1803 528841 www.englishrivierageopark.org.uk  

www.globalgeopark.org 
www.europeangeoparks.org  


