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FEATURE MAY 2010 ♦ RADCOM

GEOPARKS. In 2010, amateur radio stations
from around the world will be exchanging
greetings with GB6GEO at the English Riviera
Global Geopark in May as amateur radio
operators transmit live from Kent's Cavern
in Torquay. There are now 53 Geoparks
around the world and visitors will be able to
link up with several other Geoparks by radio
over the weekend.

Many Geoparks also have show caves
and those participating so far include Smoo
Cave in the North West Highlands Geopark
in Scotland, Marble Arch Caves Geopark in
Northern Ireland and Unicorn Cave in the
Harz Mountains in Germany. The 2010 event
will run from 0900 on 22 May, through the
night to 1600 on Sunday 23 May.

BACK TO THE BEGINNING. It all started
after a Torbay Chamber of Commerce AGM
hosted at Kent’s Cavern on 19 March 2008,
followed by a Geopark awareness lecture
by Nick Powe (the 5th generation owner of
Kent’s Cavern underground caves). I thought
that this would be the ideal opportunity to
stage a special event station, in conjunction
with Torbay Tourism, so members of the
public could send greetings from our English
Riviera Geopark to all around the world (or at
least Europe!). I also had another idea that it
would be even better, if only I could get other
radio amateurs interested in operating from
other Geopark regions of the world…

It took many e-mails and much searching
to contact the local clubs in the right areas.
My next step was to get our own special
callsign. I choose the number 6 because the
English Riviera Geopark is the 6th Geopark in
the UK to be awarded status by UNESCO,
and naturally I choose GEO for its suffix. In
the UK, Denny, GM1BAN told me that he had
applied for GB2GEO and he would be going
to Smoo Cave at the
NW tip of Scotland. Alan, GI6PYP, applied for

GB1MAC for the Marble Arch
Caves in Northern Ireland
and Roger, G4ROJ applied for
GB1GEO at the Malvern Hills
in Worcestershire. We also
had Ralf, DK5AN with
DK0GEO, Mark, EI7AS with
EI2GEO, Periklis, SV8DVD
with J48GEO, Wayne, VK5ZX
with VK5SR and Fairus,
9W2FRS with 9M2MRC.

With some other Geoparks
on board it was now time for
another meeting with Nick at
Kent’s Cavern to organise the
hardware and see how Kent’s
Cavern was going to

accommodate our event station. Three of us
met with Nick and discussed antennas and
location of the station. Nick actually
encouraged the erection of our antennas so at
the public could see there was a radio station
in the grounds. He also offered to have the
QSL cards designed and printed for us.

The next stage was a talk to the Torbay
Amateur Radio Society from Nick about
Geoparks. The club kindly loaned equipment,
extra club operators were press-ganged into
operating the station and we were offered
the club crank-up tower too.

On 24 May 2008 we all met in the car
park of Kent’s Cavern and it was ‘all hands
to the pump’. We rigged the tower and 2m
beam, erected the clusters of dipoles from
the top of the tower to a cottage just the right
distance away and secured everything. Next
we installed the radio equipment (in a semi-
temporary fashion!). The club’s Yaesu FT-847
was used as the main HF rig, while M1AGY’s
Icom IC-746 was used for the 2m station.

We had two linears standing by, the club’s 2m
linear and M1EIW’s HF linear just in case.

John, G7HIK kicked us off at 1315 local,
on 40m, and we heard GB1GEO on the
Malvern Hills operating with a kite antenna.
Unfortunately during the night the driving
wind blew the rain in at the top of our tent.
Regrettably the shack – and the operators
– became very damp indeed, but in the true
sprit of the hobby, the guys battled on making
the contacts regardless.

Sunday was another day of operating,
and this was the day the visitors would arrive
for Geopark cave activities. Sure enough the
visitors poured into the caves bright and early
– coach loads of them. Amongst the visitors,
we had a station visit by Mike, G4EZV, whom
we had worked the day before (one QSL less
via the bureau!).

We actually worked four other Geopark
stations: EI2GEO, GB1MAC, GB2GEO and
J48GEO. We could not make contact with
the Malaysian station, or the Australian
Geoparks group.

The de-rig was very fast, and all the
antennas, and tower were down, the rigs
going back in their boxes very quickly.

BUILDING ON THE SUCCESS. In 2009
the Geoparks event took place on 23 and
24 May. There were more participants from
different Geoparks, which included CS8GEO
in Portugal, DK0GEO, DD0D, DF0ERZ,
DR9VAURS/P in Germany, EI2GEO in
Ireland, GB2GEO in Scotland, GB5GEO in
Wales, GB2MAC in Northern Ireland and
YP2GEO in Romania.

There were many other attractions at the
Torquay Kent's Cavern site, including cave
radio from inside by the Devon Cave Rescue
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GB2GEO at Smoo Caves in the North West Highlands led by Denny Morrison, GM1BAN.

GB6GEO operates from Kent’s Cavern in Torquay.



Organisation using 87kHz Hey phones. The
signal originated from deep down in Kent's
Cavern underground caves and was received
in the radio shack outside the cave at the
entrance by another Hey phone. The signal
was re-transmitted on 2m to the Paignton
link/gateway callsign MB7ITB.

AWARDS. For amateur radio stations and
SWLs around the world who contact or hear
Geopark stations, the English Riviera Geopark
is offering a various award certificates. If you
put GB6GEO into your favourite search
engine, you’ll find all the necessary details.
GB5GEO. In 2009. Jimmy, MW0EQL,
operated GB5GEO from the Brecon Beacons.
They worked most continents except VK but
quite a few JA stations and 4X4 stations as
well as usual European ones. All operators
really enjoyed themselves, sitting, and
operating in glorious sunshine.

EI2GEO. In 2009, the South Eastern
Amateur Radio Group (SEARG) operated
EI2GEO from Tankardstown, Bonmahon on
the Copper Coast Geopark in Co. Waterford.
The Copper Coast is an outdoor geology
museum. Operators were EI8IG, EI5GOB,
EI5GRB, EI8JA, EI7IG and EI3IQ and they
also had a few visitors throughout the
weekend. Although band conditions were
bad, a number of very enjoyable QSOs were
had. SEARG would like to thank everyone
who participated, provided equipment,
erected antennas, those who visited over the
weekend, the Copper Coast Geopark
management and notably EI8IG who
supplied a camper van and EI7IG who
provided an FT-1000 MP.

GB2MAC. In 2009, Michael, MI5MTC

reported from a special station at Marble Arch
Caves Global Geopark. Lough Erne Amateur
Radio Club made 40 world-wide contacts
with Australia, USA and Europe during the
weekend. GB2MAC exchanged greetings with
two other Geopark stations, GB6GEO and
EI2GEO. Visitors to the station itself included
an amateur from the USA.

GB2GEO. In 2009, Denny, GM1BAN
operated with colleagues from Smoo Caves.
They braved the elements in the open air with
no cover. Despite gales and showers, they still
made 47 contacts. The team found
conditions worse than the first year, but
nevertheless they all enjoyed the challenge.

DA9VARUS/P. In 2009, Mario, DC7CCC was
on the air on 23 May using CW and SSB from
the Terra Vita Geopark. Mario made many
contacts from his location.

DK0GEO, DF0ERZ, AND DD0D. In 2009,
Ralf, DK5AN and Andy, DK6AN were very
active with their stations from the Harz
Mountains Geopark. They were active on
SSB, CW and data modes, making around
200 contacts.

CS8GEO. In 2009, Carlos, CT1END and
Jose, CT2HIV organised the Portuguese Natur
Tejo Geopark at the Chapel of Saint Martin at
Castle Branco. There is a CS8GEO video
produced by Joao, CT2GSN on YouTube.

YP2GEO. In 2009, Pit, YO3JW helped
organise the Romanian Hateg Country
Dinosaurs Geopark events with the Silver Fox
Club of Romania. They made over 2000
contacts over the weekend of 23/24May.

Why not take part in the 2010 event?
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Alan, GI6PYP and Michael, MI5MTC operating GB2MAC. Photo by Herbie, GI6JPO.


